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Unity & Reformed Heritage Seminar
April 15-22, 2009 - Geneva, Switzerland
WWWw.pcusa.org/dear

The2009 Unity & Reformedrikégie Seminawill be held at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, headquarters
of the World CoumndilChurches, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and other ecumenical agencies.
Accommodations will be provided at the John Knox Internationah CarattienBgirovide easy access
to the city of Geneva, including the United Nations, St. Peter's CathedraCagd tist®itt sites
and other attraction$his educational trip to Geneva is designed to broaden our understanding on
theological, sat& economical global issues, such as: interfaith dialogue, evangelism, globalization, church unit
justice and peace, ecumenical dialogue, the Reformed faith in the 21st centurgrahvemglathers,

A ondlay visit is scheduled to the WCC ritcainestituieChateau de Bosdein a lovely rural setting
twelve miles frddeneva. A city tour, a visit to the Museum of the ReformationdaydtonettulGruyeres
and the Chateau de Chillon is also indlneesieminar begins with lunéheaimesday and concludes with
breakfast on Thursday morning. Persons wishing t&urapel iefore or after the seminar may do so at their
own expense.


http://www.pcusa.org/dear

The Geneva Seminar will be comprised okaatims®f clergy and laity of all ages. Yasirsnolivord
and Sacrament, theological students, church officers, concerned laypersons and executives of denomination
councils of churches (spouses welcome!) are encouraged to apply. Early registration is encouraged. Seminar is
to 12 persanParticipants need to be capable of a rel@@thithitesalk to the Ecumenical Centre.

Sponsored by: The Office of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Cost: $1,350 double occupancy (an extra $150.00 for single room)
Seminar Coordinator: Rev. Carlos Malavé, Associate for Ecumenical Relations
Price of Seminar $1,350 1 Includes Special Features:
T Tuition for 8-day seminar, beginning with lunch Wednesday (tuition does not include airfare)
T Arrival transfer from airport to John Knox Centre
T Lodging at the John Knox Centre, Geneva, based on double occupancy
(additional $150.00 for single room.)
T All meals during seminar except lunch on Sunday
T Contribution to the World Council of Churches and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches
T Ground transportation related to seminar
T Visit UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
T Tour of the city of Geneva, visit to Museum of the Reformation & archeological site and
one full-day tour to Gruyeres and the Chateau de Chillon. Visit Ecumenical Institute of
Bossey with lunch

For Additional Information call, write or email:
Ms. Deborah Harrison deborah.harrison@pcusa.org  Phone: 1-888-728-7228, ext. 5665
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
100 Witherspoon Street
Louisville, KY 40202-1396

1. Address of Pope Benedict XVI Meeting with Ecumenical Representatives
Crypt of St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney 18 July 2008

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| give heartfelt thanks to God for this opportunity to meet and pray with all of you who have
come here representing various Christian communities in Australia. Grateful for Bishop
Forsyth's and Cardinal Pell's words of welcome, | joyfully greet you in the name of the Lord
Jesus, the "cornerstone" of the "household of God" (Eph 2:19-20).

I would like to offer a particular greeting to Cardinal Edward Cassidy, former President of
the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, who, due to ill health, could not be with us
today. I recall with gratitude his steadfast dedication to improving mutual understanding among
all Christians, and I would ask all of you to join me in praying for his speedy recovery.

Australia is a country marked by much ethnic and religious diversity. Immigrants arrive on
the shores of this majestic land hoping to find happiness and opportunities for employment.
Yours, too, is a nation which recognizes the importance of religious freedom. This is a
fundamental right which, when respected, allows citizens to act upon values which are rooted in
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their deepest beliefs, contributing thus to the well-being of society. In this way, Christians
cooperate, together with members of other religions, for the promotion of human dignity and for
fellowship among all nations. Australians cherish cordial and frank discussion. This has served
the ecumenical movement well. An example would be the Covenant signed in 2004 by the
members of the National Council of Churches in Australia. This document recognizes a common
commitment, sets out goals, and acknowledges points of convergence without glossing over
differences.

Such an approach demonstrates not only the possibility of formulating concrete resolutions
for fruitful cooperation in the present day, but also the need to continue patient discussion on
theological points of difference. May your ongoing deliberations in the Council of Churches and
in other local forums be sustained by what you have already achieved.

This year we celebrate the two thousandth anniversary of the birth of Saint Paul, a tireless
worker for unity in the early Church. In the scripture passage we have just heard, Paul reminds
us of the tremendous grace we have received in becoming members of Christ's body through
baptism. This sacrament, the entryway to the Church and the "bond of unity" for everyone reborn
through it (cf. Unitatis Redintegratio, 22), is accordingly the point of departure for the entire
ecumenical movement. Yet it is not the final destination. The road of ecumenism ultimately
points towards a common celebration of the Eucharist (cf. Ut Unum Sint, 23-24; 45), which
Christ entrusted to his Apostles as the sacrament of the Church's unity par excellence. Although
there are still obstacles to be overcome, we can be sure that a common Eucharist one day would
only strengthen our resolve to love and serve one another in imitation of our Lord: for Jesus'
commandment to "do this in memory of me" (Lk 22:19) is intrinsically ordered to his admonition
to "wash one another's feet" (Jn 13:14). For this reason, a candid dialogue concerning the place
of the Eucharist - stimulated by a renewed and attentive study of scripture, patristic writings, and
documents from across the two millennia of Christian history (cf. Ut Unum Sint, 69-70) - will
undoubtedly help to advance the ecumenical movement and unify our witness to the world.

Dear friends in Christ, I think you would agree that the ecumenical movement has reached a
critical juncture. To move forward, we must continually ask God to renew our minds with the
Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 12:2), who speaks to us through the scriptures and guides us into all truth
(cf. 2 Pet 1:20-21; Jn 16:13). We must guard against any temptation to view doctrine as divisive
and hence an impediment to the seemingly more pressing and immediate task of improving the
world in which we live. In fact, the history of the Church demonstrates that praxis is not only
inseparable from, but actually flows out of didache or teaching. The more closely we strive for a
deeper understanding of the divine mysteries, the more eloquently our works of charity will
speak of God's bountiful goodness and love towards all. Saint Augustine expressed the nexus
between the gift of understanding and the virtue of charity when he wrote that the mind returns
to God by love (cf. De Moribus Ecclesiae Catholicae, XII, 21), and that wherever one sees
charity, one sees the Trinity (De Trinitate, 8, 8, 12).

For this reason, ecumenical dialogue advances not only through an exchange of ideas but by
a sharing in mutually enriching gifts (cf. Ut Unum Sint, 28; 57). An "idea" aims at truth; a "gift"
expresses love. Both are essential to dialogue. Opening ourselves to accept spiritual gifts from
other Christians quickens our ability to perceive the light of truth which comes from the Holy



Spirit. Saint Paul teaches that it is within the koinonia of the Church that we have access to and
the means of safeguarding the truth of the Gospel, for the Church is "built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets™ with Jesus himself as the cornerstone (Eph 2:20).

In this light, perhaps we might consider the complementary biblical images of "body" and
"temple"” used to describe the Church. By employing the image of a body (cf. 1 Cor 12:12-31),
Paul draws attention to the organic unity and diversity that allows the Church to breathe and
grow. Equally significant, however, is the image of a solid, well-structured temple composed of
living stones rising on its sure foundation. Jesus himself brings together in perfect unity these
images of "temple” and "body" (cf. Jn 2:21-22; Lk 23:45; Rev 21:22).

Every element of the Church's structure is important, yet all of them would falter and
crumble without the cornerstone who is Christ. As "fellow citizens" of the "household of God",
Christians must work together to ensure that the edifice stands strong so that others will be
attracted to enter and discover the abundant treasures of grace within. As we promote Christian
values, we must not neglect to proclaim their source by giving a common witness to Jesus Christ
the Lord. It is he who commissioned the apostles, he whom the prophets preached, and he whom
we offer to the world. Dear friends, your presence fills me with the ardent hope that as we pursue
together the path to full unity, we will have the courage to give common witness to Christ. Paul
speaks of the importance of the prophets in the early Church; we too have received a prophetic
calling through our baptism. I am confident that the Spirit will open our eyes to see the gifts of
others, our hearts to receive his power, and our minds to perceive the light of Christ's truth. |
express heartfelt thanks to all of you for the time, scholarship and talent which you have invested
for the sake of the "one body and one spirit" (Eph 4:4; cf. 1 Cor 12:13) which the Lord willed for
his people and for which he gave his very life. All glory and power be to him for ever and ever.
Amen!

2. Iraqgi Christians Find Refuge But Future Of Church In Doubt
ENI-08-0522 By Klaus Rieth

Telskuf, northern Iraq, 2 July (ENI)--The Ghassan family had only 24 hours to leave Mosul,
a city in Iraq about 400 kilometres north west of Baghdad. They were able to take only what they
could hastily gather together.

A letter had been slipped under their apartment door with the short sentence, "I'll get you, if
you stay.” On the page, there was a drawing of a Kalashnikov rifle plus a warning that the family
had one day to get out.

With her husband Fathel, their three children and five grandchildren, Fawziyya Ghassan,
aged 58, set out for Telskuf, in semi-autonomous Kurdistan in northern Iraq. She hoped she and
her family would be safe there but her husband survived only six days. His heart gave up, unable
to cope with the troubles and turmoil. Now, the family has to get by on its own. The Ghassans
were Christians, and this was their undoing.

Telskuf is a well-secured small town and home to about 1000 families, just over half of



whom are so-called IDPs (internally displaced persons), who have been made homeless in their
own country. There are heavily armed security forces on every street that leads into and out of
Telskuf. Only people who are authorised are allowed in. To absorb the many refugees, up to
three or four families sometimes share a house.

Still, at least there are sometimes opportunities to work. "We feel we are 99 percent secure,”
says Fawziyya Ghassan. She is happy that one of her daughters has found a job as a teacher.

Mrs Ghassan's son, Asmat, has set up a small workshop in a neighbouring house, and is
producing exhaust parts for cars. At any rate, he has got work and is happy to provide an income
for the family. Previously, in Mosul, Asmat was a taxi driver, "with my own vehicle," he says,
proudly. One morning, a man put a gun to his head through the vehicle's open window. Asmat
had to hand over the car, as well as his driving licence and identity card. He remains in a state of
shock, and is still unable to get into a car.

In the apartment next door, other relatives of Mrs Ghassan are also attempting to get by. One
of them, Amak Foud, has found work in Telskuf as a driver. He is 32, and his family comes from
Baghdad. His eldest son, Fadi, is 12. One morning in Baghdad, and on his way to school, Fadi
was dragged into a car, kidnapped and held for a week. His family received a message that they
could have their young son back if they paid a US$10 000 ransom. The family put together what
they had but it was still not enough. The rest of the money came from their church.

Fadi was released and the whole family fled to Telskuf. The boy's kidnapping, during which
he was threatened with a knife, beaten and held in a small room, has left its mark on the lad, who
IS now in the first year of secondary school. His experience still haunts him, and from being a
lively and cheerful boy Fadi has become a quiet and introspective young man.

Other frightened Christian families keep arriving in northern Irag not only from Baghdad but
also from the much nearer city of Mosul. The people say they feel safe here, and many of them
have relatives in the region because earlier generations sometimes lived here, so they go to the
villages from which they or their forebears originally emigrated. For those who have no roots in
northern Irag, homes are made available in the towns and cities.

Until 2003, Christians accounted for roughly 3 per cent of Irag's 29 million people.
Approximately 70 per cent of the Christians belonged to the Chaldean Church, which follows the
ancient Chaldean rite but is in union with the Roman Catholic Church. About 60 percent of
Iragis are Shiite Muslims, while about 35 percent are Sunni Muslims.

Christian leaders in Irag say that the five years of terrorism that followed the 2003 US-led
occupation of the country has forced tens of thousands of people, many of them Christians, to
flee Iraq or become refugees in their own country.

The government of Kurdistan, which controls the northern part of Irag, makes its newcomers
welcome. It says it wants to create a multi-ethnic and multi-religious state, with Kurds, Muslims,
Christians, and the small band of Yazidi, a religion that goes back to pre-Islamic times, living
together.



Bishop Michael, the Chaldean Church leader in AlQosh, 30 kilometres north of Mosul, says
of the current situation, "We have to accommodate our Christian brothers and sisters. We belong
to this country; this is our home. We speak Aramaic, the language of Jesus. We want to remain
here." Bishop Michael preaches to his congregation that they should accept their Christian
brothers and not increase rents. Christians should not exploit the plight of other Christians, he
tells his people.

The bishop knows what he is talking about because many Christians have already fled abroad
to Syria and Jordan. Lea, who belongs to a Christian youth organization, explains: "Every day
we talk about emigrating. Those who have money leave. We have none."

Those who want to visit Bishop Michael in his AIQosh monastery have first to get past a
heavily armed guard. Security is a booming industry and creates jobs. Road blocks and checks at
public buildings are normal. Politicians in the Kurdish capital of Erbil say this is the only way to
maintain the high standard of security in northern Iraqg.

Kurdistan's finance minister, Sargis Aghajan, who is a Christian, meanwhile valiantly keeps
building more settlements for Christians. Some of these houses are in the middle of green fields.
Aghajan knows time is running out, and that if Christians do not stay in the country, the church
has no future here.

The Christian theological college in Baghdad is the central training facility for Christian
theologians in Irag. For security reasons, the college is moving to Erbil.

Northern Iraq is booming, and one of the people who is benefiting from this growth is 32-
year-old Juan Samir Toma. In Erbil, she runs a Christian kindergarten that an Assyrian Church
relief agency, AAS, sponsors. Samir employs teachers from Baghdad and Mosul to help look
after the 70 children who currently attend her institution. She says that as a young woman and a
Christian, she previously had increasing problems in those two cities before she came to Erbil.
"You know what | mean," she adds knowingly.

3. Scholarships Help Women Prepare For Ordination

World Alliance of Reformed Churches- 9 June 2008

Nine women from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Pacific have been awarded
scholarships from the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) to help them prepare for
the ordained ministry in their churches.

In announcing the awards on 9 June, Patricia Sheerattan-Bisnauth, executive secretary of the
Office for Church Renewal, Justice and Partnership, said that the ordination of women is a
priority of the family of Reformed churches and a significant step in the advancement of women
in the church.

This year's scholarship winners include:



- Emilienne Netom of Cameroon, 42;

- Missie Kananji of Malawi, 23,;

- Romina Anabella Dubs of Argentina, 27;

- Flora Carolina Fuentes de Aguilar of El Salvador, 44;
- Lima Tura of the Solomon Island, 27;

- Lilian Tanaqu of the Solomon Islands, 32;

- Nakho Hlovy of India, 20.

Support will be provided for one more woman from Malawi to be named by her church.

Since launching the Theological Education Scholarship Fund for Women in the South in
2001, WARC has supported nearly 60 women from Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin America
and the Pacific, providing scholarships worth more than 400,000 Swiss Francs.

It is supported by agencies, churches and individuals.

"The scholarship fund has been well received and is seen as another opportunity for
discussion on the role and place of women in the church,” Sheerattan-Bisnauth said. "It has been
highly appreciated for reaching the grassroots in churches and for making theological studies
accessible to women who are breaking new ground in their churches."

The fund has had significant impact on WARC???s member churches, especially in the
recognition of women in ministry, Sheerattan-Bisnauth added. WARC also accompanies women
in ministry through solidarity visits, advocacy, training and networking.

The scholarship fund is one of the projects in WARC???s gender, power and leadership
work, which envisions a radical, revolutionary and transformative process as a necessity to
unraveling power based on patriarchy and dismantling its systems and structures.

"The current ethics of dominance and control, in which many leaders prosper and find their
power, are detrimental to the quality of life, not only for women but also for the majority of men
and for communities as a whole," Sheerattan-Bisnauth said.

WARC's Gender Justice network is currently developing a global study on gender, power
and leadership, which will look at reading the Bible, globalization, cultural identity, leadership,
as well as racial and ethnic identity.

"The aim is to challenge leadership based on a domination/subjugation model of power and
to explore liberating, empowering and participatory models of leadership as well as addressing
the gap between women and men in leadership positions."

4. Church of England Vote Advances Path to Having Women Bishops

ENI-08-0539 By Martin Revis

London, 8 July (ENI)--The (Anglican) Church of England's governing general synod meeting



in York has voted by more than two to one to bring forward legislation to allow the consecration
of women as bishops.

"I'm absolutely delighted that we are finally taking the next step. The church has waited a
long time for this day," said Christina Rees, chairperson of the pro-women bishops movement
Watch, following the vote late on 7 July.

The synod decided against a proposal for male "super bishops" to oversee parishes opposed
to appointing women to the episcopate. Instead it was decided that a code of practice should be
drawn up to accommodate those "who as a matter of theological conviction will not be able to
receive the ministry of women as bishops or priests”.

Several speakers during the debate warned that a code of practice would not provide
sufficiently robust safeguards for those opposed to the ordination of women.

About 1300 clergy had threatened to leave the church if the synod failed to agree safeguards
for those objecting to women bishops, but a substantial number of these are retired.

The synod's decision for women bishops followed a contentious debate lasting more than six
hours. At one stage, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, held his head in his hands,
and the Bishop of Dover, Stephen Venner, broke down in tears saying he was ashamed of the
church for ignoring those opposed to the consecration of women as bishops.

Strongest support for change came from the clergy, who make up one of the three "houses"
of the synod, the church's parliament, with 124 in favour and 44 against. The bishops voted 28 to
12 in favour, and the laity 111 to 68. Overall there were seven abstentions.

The first women bishops are, however, unlikely to be appointed before 2014 at the earliest
said Anglican sources.

Further details of the unspecified code of practice and the work of a drafting group which
will draw up legislation to bring in women bishops are expected to go before the next meeting of
the synod in February 2009. A final vote will require a two-thirds majority for the measure,
which will then require ratification by the British parliament.

The Archbishop of Canterbury said he had "not very comfortably" come to the conclusion
that provisions must be made for those opposed to women bishops, but he added, "1 am deeply
unhappy with schemes or solutions which involve the structural humiliation of women who are
elected to the episcopate and end up haggling about the limits to their authority."

Women were first ordained as priests in the Church of England in 1994 and for several years
more than half those training for the priesthood have been women.

Two women bishops were this year consecrated in Australia's Anglican church. There are
also women bishops in Anglican churches in New Zealand, Canada and the United States. A
number of other Anglican churches allow the consecration of women, but do not at present have



any women bishops.

In April, Anglican clergy in Wales narrowly voted against a measure, supported unanimously
by their bishops, to allow women to be appointed as bishops.

5. WCC Internship Programme 2009

The World Council of Churches (WCC) will welcome five young people (aged 18-30 years) to
serve as interns in its Geneva offices from February 2009 to January 2010. Interns bring valuable
experiences to the WCC at the same time as they undertake several modules of ecumenical
learning.

The next 12 mo rodbagmDdin Februdry200% b Genepa, the mterns will
be assigned to one of the WCC working areas. They will carry out their tasks in co-operation
with programme staff and under individualized supervision. During their stay in Geneva each
intern is expected to plan an ecumenical project to implement in his or her home context when
they return in February 2010.

The next generati on of adcampagyingcisu@hesansieasicnsob f wor k
conflict; 2. youth and ecumenical relationships; 3. visitors programme and media relations; 4.
faith, science, technology and ethics; and 5. the WCC Commission on Faith and Order.

Successful candidates are people committed to the ideals of the ecumenical movement, who will
bring their energy, commitment and a fresh vision to their specific work assignment. Applicants
must send, along with their application, background information about their church or Christian
youth network that will help them in implementing their proposed ecumenical project.

Closing date for receiving applications for the five internships is 15 September 2008. As the
ability to work in English is a necessary qualification, applications must be written in English.

More information on the WCC internship programme:
http://www.oikoumene.org/?id=3187

6. Vatican 'Regrets' Female Bishops Decision

(CNN) -- The Vatican said Tuesday it regrets the decision by the Church of England's
governing body to allow the ordination of women as bishops. The move by the Anglican
Church's General Synod "is a rift to the apostolic tradition™ of ordaining only men as bishops, the
Vatican said in a statement, and is another obstacle to reconciliation between Anglicans and
Roman Catholics.

"This decision will have consequences on the dialogue which had brought good fruits,"” the
Vatican statement said.

The General Synod passed a resolution Monday night that allows women to become bishops,
acting over the objections of traditionalists who argued that Jesus only wanted men in leadership
positions.
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Some traditionalists have threatened to abandon the Anglican Church for the Roman Catholic
Church if women become bishops. Several hundred Anglican priests made that move when
women were first ordained 16 years ago.

The synod narrowly rejected a proposal for "super bishops," which would have allowed
parishes opposed to women bishops to opt out. Opponents argued the plan would be insulting to
women bishops.

The Church of England has about 114 bishops. They supervise parishes in Britain.

The final hurdle for the consecration of women bishop is expected next February with a vote
on a "code of practice" intended to protect people who as a matter of theological conviction will
not be able to receive the ministry of women as bishops or priests."

The first consecration of a woman bishop could potentially happen in 2015.

The theological debate over women bishops has centered over the question "What would
Jesus do?"

The traditionalists argued that bishops must be men, as were Jesus and his apostles.

Retired Canon Alan Duke, a longtime supporter of women in church leadership posts, said
those arguments "simply do not stack up."

Duke said that while Jesus named no female disciples, he used and valued woman in radical
and different ways for his time.

"He was hardly going to choose women and send them into a situation where they might
have been in grave risk," Duke said.

Christina Rees, with the pro-women lobby Women and the Church, described what was at
stake as "an acceptance by the Church of England of women on equal terms as men in the
ordained ministries."

David Holding, a traditionalist church member, said he does not object to women bishops,
but "there must be a proper provision made for those who can't go along with it."

The lack of a provision to allow traditionalist choose to be under a "super bishop™ instead of
a woman raises concern that a schism could develop in the Church of England.

Duke described "an awful lot of bluster” but doubted there "will be a mass exodus."

7. WCC Faith & Order Standing Commission Meets in Cairo

Hosted by the Coptic Orthodox Church the WCC Faith & Order Standing Commission met at

St Mark!s Conference Centre in Cairo (16 -22 June). Commissioners heard the reports on

bilateral dialogues, uniting and united, BEM, one baptism, ecclesiology, common witness and

other related activities reports. They discussed these reports in working groups, and focused on
project on moral discernment. The WCC General Secretary greeted the meeting with words of
encouragements. The WCC General Secretary, the MECC General

Secretary and the Commissioners were received by Patriarch Theodoros 11 of the Greek
Orthodox Church of Alexandria and All Africa. Patriarch Theodoros Il bestowed on Kobia the
Cross of the Patriarchate and congratulated him upon his contribution to the WCC.

Source: www.wcc-coe.org <http://www.wcc-coe.org

8. Definition of "Evangelical® Can Differ, Depending on Whom You Ask
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June 29, 2008 THE GAZETTE By MARK BARNA

What, exactly, does it mean to be "evangelical™ or "born again™? A lot of people, including
Christian leaders, use the terms interchangeably. But some religious experts have distinct
meanings for each term - though they don't necessarily agree on those definitions.

Leith Anderson, president of the National Association of Evangelicals, defines "evangelicals"
broadly as "Christians who take the Bible seriously and believe in Jesus Christ as savior and
Lord."

Anderson's definition would account for about 1 in 4 registered voters and includes Southern
Baptists, Anglicans, Pentecostals, charismatics and many others. That is also the definition used
in reports claiming that the evangelical vote was decisive twice in electing President Bush.

But that definition renders the word almost meaningless.

The Barna Group, an evangelical organization that tracks Christian trends, defines
"evangelical” narrowly for its study questionnaires. Its findings suggest that the number of
Americans who believe in the literal truth of the Bible and the traditional theology of the church
is much smaller than generally thought.

It also suggests that the Christian right is a small minority in America. Only 8 percent, or 18
million, people in America qualify as evangelicals by the Barna Group's definition, group
President David Kinnaman said. Eighty-one percent are white and 60 percent are affiliated with
the Republican Party, he said.

The Barna Group views evangelicals as a subset of born-again Christians.

To be born-again, according to the group, people must have made a personal commitment to
Jesus Christ and believe, because of that commitment, that they'll go to heaven after they die.
That accounts for 48 percent of the voting public, the Barna Group found in a 2007 study.

The Barna Group defines an evangelical as a bornagain Christian who also believes that Satan
exists; that they have a responsibility to evangelize; that salvation is possible only through grace,
not works; that Christ lived a sinless life; that the Bible is inerrant; and that God is omnipotent,
omniscient, perfect and creator of all things.

"Evangelicals, under this definition, represent a smaller part of the American population than
generally realized, but they are also a very cohesive group,” Kinnaman said.

Though sometimes used more broadly, "Christian right™ tends to refer to evangelical
Republicans who are politically active. In other words, they are a subset of the Barna Group's
definition of "evangelical.”
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9. Lutherans Prepare to Seek Forgiveness for Anabaptists' Persecutions
ENI-08-0547 By Peter Kenny

Arusha, Tanzania, 10 July (ENI)--The main governing body of the Lutheran World
Federation has voted to prepare a statement to seek forgiveness for Lutheran persecutions of
"Anabaptists”, of whom many died in violence during the 16th century in Europe. At the time the
violence was justified by saying it was a response to appeals made in Lutheran Reformers'
theological statements.

The decision towards seeking forgiveness was made after recommendations from a special
committee dealing with ecumenical affairs were preseted to the LWF council, the organization's
main governing body, which met from 24-30 June in the northern Tanzanian town of Arusha.
The council said it hoped that in 2009 a final report about the matter would be presented.

Anabaptists (which means "re-baptisers™) was originally a pejorative term for radical 16th
century European religious reformers and dissenters who stressed the need of baptising Christian
believers, even those who had been baptised as infants. Their descendants are now found in
religious groups such as the Amish, Hutterites and Mennonites.

The committee was chaired by Professor Joachim Track of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Bavaria, Germany and it discussed the outcome of a Lutheran-Mennonite study commission.

The LWF has 141 member churches in 79 countries, representing 68 million Christians.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the LWF's third largest member church, in
November 2006 had said it had formally apologised for Lutheran persecution against Anabaptists
in 16th-century Europe.

That apology was approved by the ELCA Church Council, the denomination's board of
directors, meeting in Chicago. It declared the Lutheran denomination was expressing "its deep
and abiding sorrow and regret for the persecution and suffering visited upon the Anabaptists
during the religious disputes of the past".

The US Lutheran declaration formally rejected statements made by church reformers at the
time, Martin Luther and Philipp Melanchthon, both of whom said it was proper for authorities to
punish Anabaptists for their teaching, which was at odds with Lutheran doctrine. A central
Lutheran statement of faith, the Augsburg Confession, for example, condemns Anabaptists for
the practice of baptising adults.

The ELCA declaration "repudiates the use of governmental authorities to punish individuals
or groups with whom it disagrees theologically”. The release of the apology was seen as a way
for the largest US Lutheran denomination to improve relations with the Mennonite Church and
other Christian groups tracing their heritage back to Anabaptist reformers, the statement said.



The statement acknowledged that "the situation of the 16th century no longer applies in the
21st century”, the Rev. Randall R. Lee, the Lutheran ecumenical affairs officer said in November
2006. "The condemnations that are contained in the Lutheran confessions may have been very
important at that time, but have receded in their importance for this time and in the future,” he
said.

10. Romanian Orthodox Archbishop "Forgiven' For Catholic Communion
ENI-08-0573 By Jonathan Luxmoore

Warsaw, 18 July (ENI)--The Romanian Orthodox Church has reminded its members not to
accept sacraments from other denominations, after pardoning a senior archbishop who received
Holy Communion during a Catholic service.

"No hierarch [bishop], priest, deacon, monk, nun or lay faithful of the Romanian Orthodox
Church is allowed to take the Holy Eucharist in another Christian church," the Bucharest
Patriarchate press office said in a 9 July statement. It said that those who disobeyed the decree
would lose "communion with the Orthodox church”.

The statement was issued after Metropolitan Nicolae Corneanu of Banat appeared before his
governing Holy Synod to explain why he received Communion during the dedication of a new
Greek Catholic church in the city of Timisoara.

Metropolitan Corneanu surprised members of the congregation at the 25 May dedication of
the Catholic church, when he stepped forward to receive Communion.

The church statement said the synod had "disapproved uncanonical gestures™ by the 83-
year-old metropolitan, as well as by Bishop Sofronie of Oradea, who concelebrated an Epiphany
service in January with his Greek Catholic counterpart, Virgil Bercea. It added that both actions
had "caused turmoil in the church", but said church leaders had also taken "notice of their regret
and repentance, considered as the first sign of correction”.

Inter-church relations have long been tense between Greek Catholics, who combine the
eastern liturgy with loyalty to Rome, and Romania's predominant Orthodox church. The tension
is over Orthodox refusal to return Greek Catholic churches that were taken away when the
country's then communist regime outlawed the Transylvania-based church in 1948.

Chairing the Holy Synod session on 8-9 July, Romania's Orthodox Patriarch Daniel said his
church’s latest ruling was not intended to "interrupt theological dialogue™ or to treat other
denominations "with arrogance or contempt".

He said, "Such gestures of so-called inter-communion reduce the dogmatic difference
between the Orthodox church and Catholic church, and undermine the unity of faith as the
foundation for the reconstruction of communion."

Patriarch Daniel was a year ago elected leader of the Orthodox church, which claims the



claims the loyalty of 87 percent of Romania's 22 million people.

11. World Church Council to Attend Saudi-Backed Interfaith Conference

ENI-08-0564 Geneva, 15 July (ENI)--The World Council of Churches says it will send
representatives to a 16-18 July international interfaith conference convened in Madrid by the
Muslim World League following an initiative by Saudi Arabia's King Abdullah.

The Geneva-based WCC said in a statement on 15 July it will be represented by one of its
presidents, Patriarch Abune Paulos, head of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, and by
Metropolitan Emmanuel (Adamakis) of France, from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople, the Orthodox church which is based in Istanbul.

Also attending the conference will be Lebanese Minister of Culture Tarek Mitri, a former
WCC staff member, who belongs to the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and all the East,
as well as the WCC's director of inter-religious dialogue, the Rev. Shanta Premawardhana.

The three-day long International Conference for Dialogue is expected to draw about 200
participants representing Islam, Christianity, Judaism and Buddhism.

Islam is the official state religion of Saudi Arabia, while non-Muslim religious services and
symbols are banned within the kingdom's territory.

The WCC works to promote Christian unity and it is a grouping of 349 mainly Anglican,
Orthodox and Protestant churches, representing more than 560 million Christians in over 110
countries. It works cooperatively with the Roman Catholic Church which serves on some
committees of the WCC, but which is not a member.

12. Last Call for WCC-US Conf Funded Summer Opportunities in New Orleans
and Arizona/Mexico Border!!

Young adults and friends,

| wanted to send out one last email to inform you that it isn't too late to apply for the WCC-
US Conf summer subsidies initiative, which looks to place ecumenically engaged young adult
leaders amongst areas of urgent social concern-young adult ecumenical formation in action. We
still have room for a few more young adults who are interested in this initiative. The two
programs we will be working with are the NCC's ecumenical work week in New Orleans, and a
week long volunteer experience with No More Death's concerning help and justice for migrants
on the Arizona/Mexico border. Both opportunities will take place the week of Aug. 17th-23rd,
2008.

For more information on the NCC's ecumenical work week, visit-
http://www.ncccusa.org/justrebuilding/



http://www.ncccusa.org/justrebuilding/

And for more information on No More Death's summer volunteer experiences, visit-
http://nomoredeaths.org/

Interested applicants will need to respond to this email addressing: Why you are interested in
work on the US/Mexio border or in New Orleans. Your experience ecumenically, and why you
are interested in working ecumenically on these issues. And how you plan to use this experience
upon your return (as those who receive funds will be expected to use the experience locally in
their churches, and contribute to the WCC-US Conf young adult website). A brief telephone
interview will follow.

Selected participants will receive up to two-thirds of their travel/housing paid for.
Participants will be expected to raise the rest of the funds through their local schools, churches
and denominational offices.

The new application deadline is Tuesday, July 22nd!!! Don't miss out on this great
opportunity if you are interested!!!!

Please be sure to reply to both- dvf@wcc-coe.org and jwa@wcc-coe.org- if interested. If
you have any further questions or concerns, please feel free to call David Fraccaro or John Asher
at 212-870-3260 or 212-870-2192.
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